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Friday, 30 April 2010 
Issue 30/ 2009-2010 
 
ñPrejudices, it is well known, are most difficult to eradicate from the heart whose soil has 
never been loosened or fertilized by education; they grow there, firm as weeds among rocks.ò 
--- Charlotte Bronte 

 
ALL SCHOOL 
 
ISH Welcomes New Students 
ISH welcomes new student Sophia Grace Pattinson from the UK and Maura Josephine 
Hayter from the USA to our Toddler Group. 
 
Tuition Fees  for  2010-2011 
From August 2010, the school fees have been adjusted in line with the increase in the 
general cost of living and inflation. The new fees for the school-year 2009-2010 are as 
follows: 
 
Toddlers   Rs. 100,000 
Reception          Rs. 235,000 
Kindergarten      Rs. 310,000 
Grades 1-5        Rs. 335,000 
Grades 6-8        Rs. 365,000 
Grades 9-10      Rs. 395,000 
Grades 11-12    Rs. 495,000   
 
Student ID = Library Card 
Each student at ISH should have, at this point, a student ID with her/her picture on it.  These 
IDôs are also used as ISH library cards.  This is a security issue that is in place that protects 
the interests of the children.   
 
Please make certain your child leaveôs home each day and returns home each day with 
his/her ID.  It is for the protection of everyone. 
  
Benchmark Tests 
This past Wednesday, ISH invited parents to another coffee morning.  The topic of the day 
was benchmark testing.  Mrs. Courtois, the Curriculum Coordinator, presented an overview of 
the philosophy of benchmark tests.  She explained how benchmark tests should ï and should 
not -- be used by parents and schools. 
 
Mrs. Courtois reviewed the results of the benchmark tests in the Middle School.  Those 
benchmark test results showed that overall, ISH Middle School students perform at grade 
level or significantly above grade level. These results suggest that the Middle School 
curriculum at ISH is a rigorous one and is effectively delivered.  They further suggest that 
academic standards in the Middle School are high.  The school will use these results to 
address individual strengths and weaknesses of students and to implement necessary 
measures to improve teaching and learning.  
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Elementary School students will be taking similar benchmark tests in May. 
 
One of the most important questions for parents is often ñHow is my child doing?ò  A related 
question is: ñCompared to what?ò 
 
In February, Grades 6 to 8 completed International Schoolsô Assessment (ISA) benchmark 
tests in mathematical literacy, reading and writing. ISA, the leading organization in 
international testing, is based on the internationally endorsed reading and mathematical 
literacy frameworks of the óProgramme for International Student Assessment (PISA)ô 
developed by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). 
 
The ISA reports provide descriptive information about what students know, what students can 
do and at what level they can perform, rather than testing what students do not know. The 
results are equated from year to year so they can be used to track changes over time at 
individual and school level.  All Middle School students will receive their individual reports 
next week. This will help teachers to further individualise the programmes to cater for the 
individual needs of students.  It will also provide a view of a studentôs progress over time.   
 
Parents, please remember that ISA is not a competitive or comparative test. It is not a test 
that students pass. When parents receive their childôs report, they will notice that the scale is 
marked in intervals of 100.  The average proficiency of 15-year-old students in OECD 
countries was set at 500.  As the tables below demonstrate, ISH students performed above 
average in these benchmark tests. 
 
More important than averages are of course the results of each individual student. They will 
be scrutinized to work on the individual in areas of strength and weaknesses in line with the 
schoolôs differentiated curriculum.   
 
ISH will continue the data generated by both the Elementary and Middle School benchmark 
tests and will keep the community informed about findings and ways forward.  The 
benchmark tests reflect ISHôs commitment to ensuring the quality and rigor of its academic 
program. 

 
SUBJECT-BY-SUBJECT RESULT 
 
Mathematics 

 ISH Average World Average 

Grade 6 539 449 

Grade 7 521 479 

Grade 8 497 507 

 
Reading 

 ISH Average World Average 

Grade 6 502 397 

Grade 7 476 441 

Grade 8 488 474 

 
Writing (Task A: Narrative) 

 ISH Average World Average 

Grade 6 552 482 

Grade 7 551 512 

Grade 8 535 538 

 
Writing (Task B: opinion) 

 ISH Average World Average 

Grade 6 578 498 

Grade 7 544 526 

Grade 8 532 546 
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Tint nô Tone 
 

 
 
Striding Flamingos 
Striding Flamingos is a programme focused on a combination of educational, physical, 
cognitive, emotional and social development for girls in India aged 9-13 years (or Grades 3 to 
8).  This programme is based on the premise that running empowers body and mind and 
fosters creative and independent thinking and a positive self image.  
 
This novel programme was successfully launched, implemented and completed at the 
International School of Hyderabad at the ICRISAT campus in Patancheru on April 24th, 2010. 
The Principal, Mr. Helge Gallinger, flagged off the 5K Run and Mrs. Urska Anumanchi, a 
world renowned athlete and junior world Kayak champion from Slovenia was the speaker for 
the event.  Urska awarded certificates and trophies to the girls who successfully completed 
the programme and the 5K run.  Urska gave an inspiring speech about how sports improve 
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self-image & personality and on how sports are universal, which reiterated the purpose & 
spirit of the programme. Mr. Joseph Jawahar, the programmeôs training consultant, Indu 
Vaidyanathan, the Co-Founder of Striding Flamingos, Shaili Shukla, Meers Pereira, Divya 
Gudur Jennifer Linnenkamp, and a few girls spoke on their personal experiences and the 
positive impact that the programme had had on their endurance, positive thinking and self 
image. 
 
The girls presented an artwork to the school, which truly reflected their sentiments and 
learningôs from the programme.  As part of the Striding Flamingos Care initiative, used shoes 
were collected (approximately 25 pairs) and donated to ICRISATôs IACD programme.  These 
shoe soles will find new feet among the less fortunate! 
 
Striding Flamingos has been developed with inputs from Physical Educators, Psychologist, 
Physician, Leadership Workshop Coordinator, Runners and Parents.  For more information 
please visit www.stridingflamingos.com 
 

 
 
  
First Things First 
A project to provide safe drinking water to fluoride affected villages in Nalgonda district is 
holding a fund-raising theatre production, to generate money.  The production is called 
ñFIRST THINGS FIRST,ò a 2-act comedy by Derek Benfield. 
 
When: 1st May, 2010 [Saturday] 
Venue: Mariott Conference Center, Tank Bund, Hyderabad 
Time: 6:30 PM 
 
Tickets for RS.500 & RS.1000 are available at Odyssey outlets in Hyderabad and on 
www.bookmyshow.com or call 98855 40329. Snacks and drinks are included in the ticket 
price. 
 

http://www.stridingflamingos.com/
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Dates to Remember 
 
 

 
 
ISH is on the Web 
Past issues of ISH News are available at www.ishyd.org 
 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

    
 The Jungle Book ï DVD and Photos 

A DVD of the recent production of The Jungle Book, and a CD containing pictures from the 
production, are on sale at the Elementary School Office. 

      
 
 Pictures CD  @ Rs. 100 Rs.    DVD    @ Rs. 200 Rs. 

  
  

SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 

Secondary School Swimming 
Secondary School students have been eagerly waiting for the new swimming gala date 
following the unfortunate cancellation last week. The Secondary School Swimming Gala will 
be held on Wednesday 5th May.  Races will start at 8.30 and all events should be finished by 
noon. Parents are warmly invited to attend and are reminded to bring their ISH ID card.  
 

1 May Tint nô Tone, 4pm-7pm 

4 May Early Childhood Swimming Fun Day 

5 May Secondary School Swimming Gala, 8:30am-noon 

7 May Reception Assembly, 8:30am-9:30am 

14 May Elementary School French Assembly 

21 May KG-2 Assembly, 8:30am-9:30am 

21 May Elementary School Science Fair 

28 May Grade 5 Assembly & Exhibition 

4 June  Peace Tree Day 

4 June   Last day of 2nd Semester (1/2 day for students) 

16 August First Day of the new school year for Students 

http://www.ishyd.org/

